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“Let us read, and let us dance; these two amusements will never do any harm to the world.”
Voltaire

Our Congratulations to Sarah Lumsden in Grade 12 who received the results of her
AS Level Music examination she wrote in June this year. We have always known that
Sarah is a talented and dedicated musician and knew that she would do well.

Sarah's result of 86% for this exam is a wonderful achievement. Her hard work
towards her music commitments for many years of her school life has definitely paid

off.

Well done Sarah! We are all incredibly proud of youl!

Thank you to Manina Pretorius, Sarah's music teacher, for the guidance, support and belief that Sarah
would succeed.

On 14 and 15 August we saw 220 dance students take part in Reddam House Durbanville's first
Showcase, "Got To Dance”.

Students started rehearsing months ago and were buzzing with excitement as opening night drew
near. Costumes, sequins and lots of big, bright smiles filled the stage as students performed for two
sold out audiences. Contemporary, Ballet, Jazz and Acrobatic dance were all included in the show as
well as two Hip-Hop routines choreographed by one of our talented Grade 10 students. Rehana

Noah.



"l am so beyond proud of every one of my dance students. They have sacrificed their holidays and
dedicated themselves to set the bar high for this first dance production. The dance department at
Reddam House Durbanville continues to grow and going forward we will continue to strive for
excellence! Thank you to everyone who has had a hand in making the Dance Show a success."
Monique van Wyk, Dance Teacher

Our dancers performed to perfection and it was a priviledge to watch these talented individuals. We
look forward to this becoming an annual event on our Reddam House calendar.

We are also looking forward to our first Derby Day with Parklands College happening this weekend.
We hope that this will also become a highlight in our yearly calendar. This year Parklands is hosting
the 2 days’ festival and we will return the favour in 2019. We ask for parents to come and support
our Academic, Sport and Cultural activities over the 2 days.

A number of parents have requested for another information evening to workshop Social Media
assistance to children.

In response to your request please join us for another session with Dean McCoubrey.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURE

Culture is the lifeblood of a vibrant society, expressed in the many ways we tell our stories, celebrate,
remember the past, entertain ourselves, and imagine the future. Our creative expression helps define
who we are, and helps us see the world through the eyes of others.

In addition to its intrinsic value, culture provides important social and economic benefits. With
improved learning and health, increased tolerance, and opportunities to come together with others,
culture enhances our quality of life and increases overall well-being for both individuals and
communities.

INTRINSIC BENEFITS

Participating in culture can benefit individuals in many different ways, some of which are deeply
personal. They are a source of delight and wonder, and can provide emotionally and intellectually
moving experiences, whether pleasurable or unsettling, that encourage celebration or contemplation.
Culture is also a means of expressing creativity, forging an individual identity, and enhancing or
preserving a community’s sense of place.

The ELS children have all enjoyed their long weekend and have returned back to school with boundless
energy and renewed enthusiasm. No wonder, if you hear about all the exciting provocations being
explored in every class.

In Stage 1 our little ones have been learning about birds and their eggs. They have made bird nests
from various materials in their sensory trays and rolled playdough into eggs to place in these. They
have looked at real eggs too and used some on their baking day. They watched as they mixed the
eggs into the cupcake mixture and saw how it changed shape until it was “all gone”. They decorated
their cakes to look like nests too and ate these in the sunshine.

Stage 2s’ current provocation is called ‘Creative Construction’. The children are encouraged to think
‘out the box’ and build something using recycled materials and glue. So far they have a tree house,
castle, house and tunnel for cars to go through. The children have been using their marvellous
imaginations and also the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ as inspiration for what they have built so far.

In the Stage 3 Butterfly Class their ‘Spots and Stripes’ provocation turned into ‘Cats in the Wild" and
the children are all very taken with their learning journey. The Butterflies were asked to bring their
favourite wild big cat species book/photo/drawing/toy to class and to tell their teacher more about
their chosen big cat animal and what makes them special. A few of the children’s responses were:

Olo Njoli: “My cheetah runs fast and he has stripes on his tail and spots on his body”.

Ben Engelbrecht: “This is Wilene, the cheetah and she can swim and run very fast. My lion smacks a
T-Rex with his tail when he is scared.”

Robyn Swift: “My cheetah runs fast and eats a bird. | taught them how fo run fast”.

The Stage 3 Ladybirds have been very interested in whales and have been discussing echo location
and the difference between whales with teeth and those with baleen. Their favourite book at the
moment is Julia Donaldson’s ‘The Snail and the Whale’ and they are busy creating sea “snail trail’
pictures. So creativel!

In Stage 4 children have been looking at structures around the world and how they differ from culture
to culture. They have enjoyed learning about floor plans and how different rooms form a house, office



or school. They are currently looking at the strength of structures and how some structures are strong
enough to support something on top of it, like a multi storey building. They are looking forward to
seeing who can build the strongest, highest structure in class...how exciting!

The Stage 5 Penguins have been exploring different habitats and learning how the food chain works in
each. They have learnt that South Africa is predominantly grasslands, and that is why we have animals
such as: lions, zebras and buffalo. They have had fun learning how different animals survive in their
habitats and how some use camouflage to protect themselves. We can’t wait to learn about all 5 of the
major habitats.



